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October 29, 2021 

Dear Garden City School Community, 

First, I want to extend my congratulations to the girls varsity cross-country team, who went 
undefeated this season and won their conference for the second year in a row! I apologize for 
omitting this accomplishment in my letter last week, but my oversight does not lessen this 
great achievement for these student-athletes.  Congratulations to our marching band who will 
be competing this weekend for the national championship after earning first place in the state 
championship. We have many more competitions and play-offs coming up this week and next 
week! 

With the FDA approval of the COVID-19 vaccination for children 5 to 11 years old, some of you 
have inquired about vaccination, and if we would be requiring children to be vaccinated.  We 
are not requiring children to be COVID-19 vaccinated to come to school.  This decision should 
be made by parents in consultation with their child’s healthcare provider.  In addition, we have 
no plans to be a vaccination site as parents have access to the vaccine throughout Garden City.   

This week, the Board and I received emails related to some discussions on the community’s 
social media pages surrounding culturally responsive teaching within our district and relating to 
a detailed report issued by a Garden City resident.   

The Board, administration, and I have read the report. For us, this report highlights the need for 
having stronger processes in place for curriculum review, teacher support, professional 
learning, and selection of materials to ensure that students gain a broad understanding of the 
world around them and can think critically.  Garden City Schools has many processes in place, 
and we are in the midst of updating two of these processes - curriculum articulation and 
material selection.  Earlier this school year, a consultant began working with our curriculum 
coordinators to better align our curriculum, K-12.  This work will be available on our website 
later in the year.  I am also creating a committee to refine our process of selection, review, and 
removal of material.  Parents will be invited to serve on this committee.   
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I do want to reiterate that we do not teach critical race theory, but we strive to provide 
culturally responsive teaching.  Critical race theory is a complex academic study primarily at the 
graduate level that aims to examine the role of racism and the ways it has become woven into 
the social fabric.  On the other hand, culturally responsive teaching welcomes all learners and 
helps them think critically about the customs, perspectives and differences that exist in our 
community and the larger world. As educators, we believe understanding students’ lives helps 
us foster a sense of belonging for all of our students and ensures that they feel respected and 
challenged.  There seems to be a level of confusion as both have the same acronym (CRT).   

Thank you in advance for your respectful dialogue. Varying perspectives helps us grow as a 
learning organization.  

Finally, I have enjoyed the many parades and Halloween celebrations this week along with 
visiting classrooms and seeing our children engaged in hands-on learning. 

I hope you enjoy the weekend and that your children have a wonderful and safe Halloween! 

Sincerely, 

Kusum   

Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 

 


